THE LIFE OF NELSON
keep his approach a profound secret. No private lottery fur Gibraltar were permitted in the* mail-bag^ lt\st thry should unwittingly betray counsel. The vessels wrrt* dirtrttul to rejoin him forty miles west of Cape Hpartel, giving him thu* time to decide upon Ms course before ha readied Gibraltar ; for it was quite on the cards that he might find it !ittpt*niiivt* to hurry north without anchoring. On thu Ulth of July, tivt* hundred miles from Cape St. Vincent, one of thuae ships It*it him, probably the last to go.
On the 18th of July, Cape Spartel wan sighted. « No Prune h fleet," wrote the admiral in his diary, '* nc»r any information about them: how sorrowful this makes 1111*1 but I cannot ht»I|> myself!" "I am, my dear Mr. MaratUm," lit) wrotti to flit* Secretary of the Admiralty, **a» («>nij>l«tt*ly iniwmliiff iw m> greatest enemy could wish mt; but I blauu. neither fortune t*i my own judgment. Oh, General Ilroretxm! <i«u«»ral Hrt*ri»toti!" To his friend Davison he wv&alod yet more frankly tin bitU*r-ness of his spirit, now that the last hope mm dtttthcti, ami it u t^ even possible that the mis-step of going to Trinidad hail 11 him to incur a further mi8taket by leaving th« allien in tho West Indies. " But for General Urercton's damned itiforuiatioti, Nelson,7'he said, half proplietie^lly, ** would Irive l«*t*ii( initin or dead, the greatest man in hi« profession Ilial Filmland evi*i* saw. Now alas! I am nothing--perhaps i<haH incur eeiiMmt for misfortunes which may happen, and have lt:tftf*t*ti«*il*f
But if he himself were disappointed, and ForelHwled I lit! din* content of others, the greatness of  what, he, lunl iliini! quickly apparent, and received dm, n*eognition fn>t« ful men.    "Either the distaneeB between tin* illfft*ri»iil quarters of the globe are diminish! d," ^rt*t« Mr, Flliot from Napl«*^ "or you have extended th« powew of human wtimt.    After an unremitting cruise of two long y«iim in tliu             liiilf nf
Lyons, to have proceeded without going into          to
dria, from Alexandria to the, Went Indies, front titt*           Jii-
dies back again to Gibraltar; to huv« lepi j<mr          atk»tit9
7our rigging standing, and your erewn in Iwalth am! M|iirit*i«-» is ail effort such as never wan realized in fV»ruior tittup n«rf I doubt, will ever again to re{N»ate(l by any othor miiiitniL Vou have protected us for two long ycara, and you           tliw
Indies bv only a few dap."    TIuw truly uttttimarixetl,